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By treating every room to a strict, high-contrast palette,
fashion designer and decorator Josephine Sasso gave her T N
old-sehool Nantucket vacation home au {:Durq,g.td_rﬂz—: Wb

photographs by DOUGLAS FRIEDMAN produced by LAUREN GOODMAN
styling by LILI DIALLO text by DEB SCHWARTZ

Evan her graphie ensembli—
a fanvas dress (her own
deslgniand coordinating
' red=handled tote=conforms
“to hor docor strategy.

* fashioh: DRESS Canvas
WEA545 £741 Josephine Sassa ¥
{6107 G5B-9022

opposite page: SOFA FARRIE
“Guadaloupe" about 554_-";'."1
Sealarnancré (8003 9324361 [or
infarmation STRIFED

5440 each, and CU
£1,000/palr, josephing

carm far Infarmation BEN
LOVE-SEAT FRBRIC Diamon
Baratta "Bill's Plald” abou
yard, and STRIFED FARRIC
Diamand & Baratta “Scansa
Stripa" about 5166/ yard

Lee Jofa (BO0) A535-5563 lor
infermation I'DI.I'!J'I.-FD# FARRIC
finset) $50/yAEd, and COFFEE
TABLE $2,500 jesophinosass
Lom far infarmation




& 4 4 plack + white + blue |

A high pedestal table, Instead
of the ubiguitous low coffee

table, draws the eye up and
bastows a sense of stature,

A CRISPLY TAILORED LIVING ROOM

Josephine Sasso has mastered the art of creating clothes and furnishings
that are preppy and Lraditional—with a dash of glitz, (Sha sells har dasians
through her aponymaus shop in Ardmore, PA, and to private clisnts) So
it's fitting that her 1920s Colonial Revival on historic Mantucket 1sland has
its awn Haollywood Ragency-asqua Flair The trick? Limiting each room ta
a lean, primary-studded tric. "Using bright colors has ahways been my thing
with clathing, and it transfers easily to interiors,” Sasso explains, In the
living room, white walls (Ffeund throughout the house) and long curtains
with thick black borders frame black and white furniture accented with
pops of blue—a silk lamp shade, ceramic figurings, a few pillows, Red-
print cushions add another layer of interast, and announce the schemes
of rooms to come. The pash feel of the space belies the provenance of
its pirces, many of which derive fram what Sasso calls “junk shops.” But
repalnted and covared in clean white canvas or slightly retro geometrics,
the sofas and chairs are fresh and chic.
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A CHEERFUL DINING ROOM,
KITCHEN ENTRY AND HALLWAY

Sass0 s rlgcmu:z apoaut colar and devoled Lo symmetry, but her
fondness for playful silhouettes and electric hues keeps the mood
light and punchy, In the dining reom (opposite), she extends the
living recm's graphles by uniting twa laser-cul chinoiserie mirrars, a
couple of antique bureaus and a bevy of secondhand chairs in nearly
black Benjamin Moore stain, °1 like mismatched shapes—especially
in a sumimear house, |t looks too much like a hotel if everything's
perfect,” she says, Then she rattled the New England-y neutrals
with vivid red accessories: bullbous glass vases, mirror-framed
drawings of coral and a chandelier she found at a flea market ancl
had wired for electricity and spray-painted scarlet, In the kitchen
entryway (inset), Sasso devised an unusual tablescape out of glossy
yallow tulipieres paired with barnacles that mimic their shape,
black candles and cosmas, plus a smattering of seashells, The
tricolor plan extends even to transiticnal spaces: In the upstairs hall
(balow), the blue from the living room resurfaces as draperios.
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SHOWY YET REFINED BEDROOMS

Upstairs, Sasso went maximalist, channeling her Palm Baach childhood
with bold strokes while intraducing a bespoke quality with fancy
embellishments and patterns, "l leve to bring in that look: traditional but
also resort-osgue, with briaht trapical colors,” she says, Intent on crafting
a ferminine room (below) far her daughter, Juliat (while avaicing standard-
issue purple or pink), Sasso used cotton-darask Scalarmandré fabric on
custom headboards as [he starting point for the black, white and yollow
formula, Lets of launce tempars the glare and injects a little froufrou: The
coverlets are embroidered in white evelet, and the cotlon-pinue curtains
faatura twa trims {obsarve closely—the vellow ruffle is edgead with polka-
dot detally, In the guest raom (oppasite), a mix of alegance and beachy
nostalgia, the dominant red is kept in check by a range of textures—from
wool to silk taffeta—and a light-Blue and white background, Simple twin
beads are dressed up with damask Belsters and matching custom benches,

asso and Julier, age 7,
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